Comprehensive Guide to Asbestos Disposal in

Sydney

Asbestos, once praised for its insulation and fire-resistant properties, is now known as a hazardous material
that poses serious health risks. In Sydney, and across Australia, strict regulations govern the handling and
disposal of asbestos to ensure public safety and environmental protection. If you're dealing with asbestos in
your home, workplace, or renovation project, understanding how to manage Asbestos disposal sydney
correctly is essential.

What is Asbestos and Why is It Dangerous?

Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral made up of fine, durable fibers that are resistant to heat, electricity,
and corrosion. It was widely used in Australian construction up until the mid-1980s in products like roofing,
flooring, insulation, and cement sheeting.

When materials containing asbestos are disturbed, tiny fibers are released into the air. Inhalation of these
fibers can lead to severe health conditions including:

e Asbestosis (lung scarring)

e Mesothelioma (a rare cancer)
e Lung cancer

e Pleural plaques and effusions

There is no safe level of asbestos exposure, which is why its handling and disposal are taken very seriously.


https://missiondemolition.com.au/services/asbestos-removal-sydney/

Legal Regulations for Asbestos Disposal in Sydney
In Sydney, asbestos waste is regulated by:
e NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA)
o SafeWork NSW
e Local councils (such as City of Sydney, Blacktown, Parramatta, etc.)

These bodies require that asbestos be disposed of at licensed facilities by licensed asbestos removalists. Failing
to comply with these regulations can result in hefty fines and legal action.

Key Legal Requirements:

1. Licensing: Only licensed asbestos removalists can legally remove friable asbestos (crumbly and easily
airborne). Non-friable (bonded) asbestos under 10 square meters can be removed by homeowners,
though this is discouraged.

2. Notification: Large-scale removals must be reported to SafeWork NSW at least 5 days prior to the job.

3. Waste Disposal: Asbestos must be double-bagged or wrapped in thick plastic (200-micron) and clearly
labeled. It can only be taken to EPA-licensed asbestos disposal facilities.

4. Transportation: Asbestos must be transported in secure, leak-proof containers to prevent fiber release
during transit.

How to Safely Dispose of Asbestos in Sydney
Step 1: Identify the Material

If you suspect a material in your home contains asbestos, do not disturb it. Contact a licensed asbestos
assessor or removalist to inspect and confirm.

Step 2: Engage a Professional

For the safety of your household and compliance with NSW law, hire a licensed asbestos removal contractor.
Professionals have the training, equipment, and permits to handle hazardous materials safely.

Step 3: Safe Removal and Packaging

During removal, professionals wear protective gear and use controlled methods to minimize fiber release. All
asbestos waste is:

e Sealed in 200-micron plastic sheeting or bags
e Clearly labeled: “Caution — Asbestos — Do Not Inhale Dust”

Step 4: Transportation and Disposal



Once packaged, the waste is transported to an EPA-approved waste management facility, such as:
e SUEZ Eastern Creek Resource Recovery Centre
e Veolia Banksmeadow
e Belrose Waste Management Centre

These facilities are equipped to handle asbestos safely and in accordance with environmental standards.

DIY Asbestos Disposal — Should You Do It?

Legally, homeowners can remove less than 10 square meters of bonded asbestos themselves. However, this is
not recommended due to the health risks involved. If you choose to proceed:

e Wear certified PPE (including P2 mask and disposable coveralls)

e Wet down the material to reduce airborne fibers

e Double wrap and label the waste

e Book an appointment with a licensed waste facility before drop-off

Important: Never dispose of asbestos in regular household bins, kerbside collection, or illegal dumping sites.

Costs Involved in Asbestos Disposal in Sydney
The cost of asbestos removal and disposal can vary depending on:
e Volume of material
e Type (friable vs. non-friable)
o Accessibility
¢ Travel and transport fees
o Disposal facility fees (often based on weight)
Why Choose Professional Asbestos Disposal Services in Sydney
Hiring an expert ensures:
e Full compliance with NSW laws
e Proper protective and decontamination procedures
e Peace of mind for you and your family

¢ Avoidance of legal penalties and environmental harm



Professional asbestos companies in Sydney also provide documentation like waste tracking and clearance
certificates, which are essential for property sales or building approvals.

Conclusion

Asbestos disposal in Sydney requires a serious and informed approach. Whether you’re renovating an old
home, demolishing a structure, or managing a commercial site, ensure that all asbestos is identified, removed,
and disposed of safely and legally. Engage a licensed contractor and use authorized waste facilities to protect

your health, community, and environment.



